
 CASC Student Learning Terminology  

Terms Definitions 

Student Learning  

Student learning is a comprehensive, holistic, transformative activity that 

integrates academic learning and student development. Student learning 

encompasses both academic and co-curricular levels. 

Assessment  

Of  

Student Learning  

Assessment is the systematic collection of information about student learning, 

using the time, knowledge, expertise, and resources available, in order to make 

informed decisions about how to improve learning. 

Co-Curricular 

Assessment  

This area of assessment focuses on programs and offices that engage in student 

learning outside of academics. It impacts student services and student 

engagement with data-driven decision making. 

Direct 

Assessment 

Direct assessment gathers evidence based on student performance, which 

demonstrates the learning itself. It can be value-added, related to standards, 

embedded, and qualitative or quantitative and can use local or external criteria. 

*CASC's direct assessment of academic learning is course-embedded.  

Indirect 

Assessment  

Indirect assessment gathers reflection about the learning or secondary evidence 

of its existence. *The utilization of SmartEvals is an example of indirect 

assessment for academic and co-curricular levels. 

Outcomes 

Outcomes are the results of learning that are the specific knowledge, skills, and 

thought processes that students actually develop through their college 

experience. 

Other possible terms: goals, objectives, competencies, standards, etc. 

General 

Education 

Outcomes 

General education outcomes (GEOs) reflect the common foundation and 

purpose of general education in higher education. All aspects of student 

learning and development within the institution flow from these goals.  

Academic  

General 

Education 

Outcome 

Assessment 

AGEO assessment is the systemic process of assessing student achievement of 

general education outcomes through the curriculum in order to improve student 

learning through the internal usage of data analysis.  

Institutional 

Performance 

Indicators 

Institutional Performance Indicators (IPIs) measure overall institutional 

performance. IPIs include enrollment, graduation, retention, transfer, and 

workforce entry rates.  

Program  

Outcomes 

 

Program outcomes (POs) describe what students are expected to know and be 

able to do by the time of graduation. These relate to the knowledge, skills, and 

behaviors that students acquire as they progress through the program.  

"Graduates will (action verb)." 

Academic  

Program 

Outcome 

Assessment 

APO assessment is a systematic process of assessing student achievement of 

program outcomes through the curriculum in order to improve student learning 

through internal usage of data analysis.  

Course Level 

Assessment 

CASC’s academic assessment model features a course-embedded assessment 

of student learning. In each course, student learning outcomes are assessed by 

direct measures and associated targets that are incorporated into the course 

curriculum.  



Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Student learning outcomes (SLOs) describe the knowledge, skills, and 

behaviors students will acquire by the end of a course. 

"Students + (action verb) + (something)." 

Measure 

A measure is a performance indicator. It is a measurable statement identifying 

the student performance required to meet an outcome. It is utilized to collect 

quantitative and/or qualitative data, which is confirmable through evidence 

gathered for analysis. The measure can be direct or indirect.  

Other possible terms: performance indicator, metric, instrument, assessment 

tool, etc.   

Direct Measures 

Direct measures of student leaning gather data by requiring students to 

demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and thought processes for 

measurement.  Exams, essays, presentations, portfolios, and classroom 

assignments all are examples of this criterion.  Direct measures are preferred 

highly over indirect instruments. 

Indirect  

Measures  

Indirect instruments such as surveys and interviews gather data by asking 

students to reflect on their learning, skills, and thought processes.  

Target 

A target stipulates the threshold for the finding of a measure qualifying as 

having met an outcome. Each measure has a specific target for student 

performance. 

Findings 

Findings are quantifiable data that result when measures are completed. The 

data demonstrates whether the outcome of a measure was met or not met.  

Other possible terms: evidence, data 

Artifact 

Artifact in the context of assessment refers to the final product of the measure 

in its final form, such as a paper, project, film, major test, portfolio, etc. It is an 

object produced to indicate mastery of a skill or component of knowledge. It is 

often stored for future use. 

Action Plans 

Action plans are created to address all outcomes that are not met.  On a broad 

scale if all objectives are met, at least one action plan is created to enhance the 

program, etc.  

Internal Usage  

Of  

Findings/Analysis  

Internal usage involves the analysis of assessment data to improve student 

learning through planning and budgeting: analyze, reflect, and act.  

 

 


